
“Good education is not what fills your head with facts, but 
what stimulates curiosity.  

You then learn for the rest of your life.”
-Neil deGrasse Tyson
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Believing that 
knowledge is 
not something 
you hold, but 

something 
you share...



My project became to share my curiosity and new 
knowledge with the children that surround me.  

From the broken branches and the rich smells of 
evergreen….



We became trees...



The discovery of native plants became OUR 
Grade 4 amd 5  Native Plant Project..



Nuthatches and 
Flickers awaited 

our plantings.





We invited the county 
biologist….and then...



It snowed.













Meanwhile….studying native species..



was delivered to 1st graders…
Who each chose a species to study







And our Wenatchee Valley College shared their 
wealth of animals….



Many of these 
students were 
able to handle 

the exact animal 
of their study....



My other 
science students 

were just as 
interested, 

and I ended up 
sharing this 
curiosity…

with students 
ages 4-14







And, as the end of this curiosity journey 
ends;

what was passed to me     
is now passed to another….

and the knowledge-not to be held by one, 
is now held by many new hands and 

minds.



In the woods 
a man cast off his years as the snake is slough,

and 
at what period soever of life, 

is always a child.  

In the woods, 
is the perpetual youth.

Ralph Waldo Emerson



Thank you, Susan Ballinger…

for sharing your curiosity and passions-

And thanks to the community of perpetual youth for making this 
such a joyful journey!


